
 
    

 
 
 

A Message from President Tonya 
“If you think you are too small to be effective, you have 

never been in the dark with a mosquito” 
 ~ Geoffry F. Abert 

  Missouri Jaycees –  January was a rough month for 
state membership.  We saw a loss of 82 members across the 
state.  On the one hand, this is very discouraging, because if we 
are not growing, we are dying. Overall, our retention rate 
remained high (54%) BUT we only had 37 new members 
submitted statewide by only 17 of our 67 chapters. 

We need to focus on growing our chapters and that will 
not happen without new members!  Have you ever run a project 
and said “we just have way too many people to run this project?” 
Or, when it comes time for elections, do you have too many 
people running for officer positions?  In my experience this is 

not the case.  We need to build our chapter base and activate these members and teach them what 
we know, so that they are then ready to take over leading the next generation of our chapters.  
We need to create excitement in everything we do so that newer members want to be involved.  So 
we must continuously recruit new members to survive and thrive! 

Our January membership losses are also partly attributable to dues money that was not 
received in the State Service Center on time or chapters not turning in their renewal information. 
This deficit can certainly be overcome with each chapter’s commitment to submitting their renewal 
information, new member information and dues payment to the state on time.  We also dropped 9 
members due in January because the chapters didn’t have payment into the State Service Center 
and/or they didn’t communicate renewals to the state team.  Even those 
chapters with only 1 or 2 due contributed to our significant loss.  I can’t 
stress to you enough the importance of communicating renewals and new 
member information to the state team.  Every little bit helps and every 
member counts!!! 

 So where do we go from here?  We commit ourselves to work 
together and grow this organization.  I am personally going to be working on 
an extension in Chillicothe.  I know there are local presidents out there that 
have an interest in getting a new chapter extension done this year.  Have you 
started working on them?  If you are lucky, everything will fall into place 
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and you will find the right people and the extension will be done within a matter of weeks.  
However, sometimes things happen that delay the execution of an extension and it ends up taking 
longer than expected.  It is for this reason that you should be actively working on extensions NOW 
so that you can ensure they are completed this year.  Some of you may think extensions sound 
scary, but really they are very rewarding when you see that you have introduced the Jaycees to a 
new community and these new Jaycees are coming up with great ideas for themselves and their 
communities.  If you need some help with figuring out where to do an extension, how to start an 
extension or completing an extension, please contact any member of the state team and we will get 
you the information or assistance you need.  We have people that are willing and able to work to 
help you get those extensions done! 

 I have no doubt we are all in store for a great year!  “Let’s Work Together” to get our 
chapters to growth! 

President Tonya 
Tonya Benton 
87th President  
 

Presidential POC Incentives 

 50 pts. to each chapter that is at growth of +5 or more in February. 

 100 pts. to each chapter that completes a new chapter extension in the 1st Trimester. 

 25 pts. per $100 donated for the IMPACT in the 1st Trimester (make checks payable to 
Missouri Jaycees and put IMPACT in the memo line – mail to State Service Center). 

 

COB Jennifer Boggs 

Greetings, Missouri Jaycees!  We made it through January!  I was so excited to see so many 
new faces at LOTS and Winter Meeting.  I hope that everyone who attended these events came 
away with lots of new ideas and enthusiasm to help build your chapter and your members stronger! 

I want to thank everyone for making 2007 a year I will never forget.  Your support and your 
commitment to make a change will ensure that our organization continues to grow.  Now let’s work 
together in 2008!  President Tonya and the 2008 team are working hard to improve state meetings 
this year and to continue to build better chapters through new avenues.  One avenue we are 
working hard to improve in 2008 is competitions at the local chapter level, the region level and the 
state level. 
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Competitions are the speak ups, the write ups, book judging, etc.  Did you know you can run 
these competitions at your local chapter meeting?  I challenge all chapters to make competitions a 
part of your chapter plan for 2008.  Competitions increase your members’ ability to communicate 
effectively.  They are designed to build stronger leaders.  Topics can be on anything you want them 
to be, so be creative! 

Another area the 2008 team is working hard on improving is the quality of training that is 
offered at state meetings and chapter meetings.  There are plans being developed by a couple of 
regions already to incorporate training teams to come to your chapter.  If you have something you 
would like to learn more about, please let us know.  We are here to help you, but you must let us 
know how to do that.  If you have an idea for trainings at state meetings you would like to see, let 
us know that too! 

I will be traveling to visit you soon!  Let’s continue to work to build our organization into the 
organization of choice for young people! 

Jennifer Boggs 
Chairperson of the Board 2008 

Vice President Sandy Backes 

Hello Missouri Jaycees!  2008 is off and running.  Are you working towards your goals for 
2008?  I am.  This month I have already co-hosted a Super Bowl party (thank you to everyone who 
participated and donated) and I just helped out Southern Boone Jaycees with their Casino night. 
(HINT:  If you ever have SBJ for your employer’s casino game night and I am dealing Black Jack  . . 
. sit at my table). 

Tonight I have made plans for this upcoming weekend to visit Region 5 at the POC training.  
Let Ann Kampeter, POC PM or myself know if you need some guidance or training for POC as well.  
Parade of Chapters is an easy way to award your entire chapter for the work that they are already 
doing.  You can’t tell me that hearing your chapter’s name announced at a state meeting wouldn’t be 
a great feeling.  But you can’t win if you don’t play!  So even if it is just a small amount of points to 
turn in, turn them in.  At the end of the year those small amounts of points may be just what will 
be needed to make you #1 for the year! 

ON-TO MEMPHIS - Program Manager Ben Clutter is working on the shirts to make Missouri 
stand out at National Convention.  If you can attend all or just part of the convention, I 
recommend you go.  I have been to several and they are such a great time.  Meeting people from all 
over the United States and there are usually visitors from other countries there as well.  So make 
sure you let Ben know if you are attending.  Hope to see you there! 
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IMPACT -  Please keep the articles coming in for Editor Bridgette Epple.  She is working so 
hard to make this the best publication that there is, but she needs your articles to do it.  You don’t 
have to wait until the deadline to send them in.  If you know of someone who has not been receiving 
the IMPACT, let Bridgette or myself know.  It could just be a bad email address. 

Please let myself or any of the program managers know if you need any assistance in these 
areas.  Last, but not least . . . don’t forget to send me your dates for meetings, projects and 
events.  Check the calendar of events out on the website www.mojc.org.  Your state team wants to 
come visit you, but we need to know when and where you will be.  Happy Valentines Day! 

Sandy Backes 
State Vice President 2008 
 

Vice President James Danley 

Welcome to February, Missouri Jaycees! So, now that the dust has settled from the 2007 
excitement, how did January go for you? Now would be the time to gather all of your resources and 
start utilizing them so that you can accomplish all of your goals this year. Tonya has a great theme this 
year. -- “Let’s Work Together.”  This eliminates the burden of trying to accomplish everything on your 
own. Utilize all the experience that is around you in the Jaycees. You have Jaycees, Senators, and 
chapters that have all ran successful projects and want to support your success in running your own 
projects.  

Membership is a main driving force behind what we do. If we do not continue to recruit new 
individuals into our chapters, our legacies will die as we age out. Who can’t use the extra help running 
projects? I know that there are many people in our communities that count on the level of 
professionalism that our chapters deliver. Seek these individuals out and ask them to join your causes. 
Remember to have fun while you move forward this year. I assure you that when you make a difference 
no matter how big the impact, it will be rewarding.  

Once again, here is another Monday Morning Memo where I am begging you to let me help you. I 
know the rest of the state team feels the same way. Tell us what you need and we will help deliver 
favorable results. I am anxious to see what kind of momentum we can build in February and it will start 
driving the train that carries us through the entire year. Stay focused and remember, “Let’s Work 
Together”. 

James Danley 
State Vice President 2008 
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Vice President Paul Myers 

Hey all!  Here we are, month two, and I have to say we have had a great start.  I think 
anyone who attended the Winter State Meeting can tell you that we had a wonderful meeting.  
Before I go any farther, kudos’ to both Joe Jerkins for running it and Jefferson City for hosting a 
meeting to remember. 

I have received tons of calls and emails, of both appreciation and compliments about the 
training at state meeting. Thanks again to all the trainers who took the time to put together those 
great trainings for the state to attend.  Almost all of our trainers are JCI Local Trainers working 
on their certifications and I think the extra time they have been putting into becoming Certified 
Local Trainers (CLT’s) is definitely showing in the value they are giving our members! 

So you want to become a trainer yourself?  We have that opportunity just around the 
corner for you.  We are planning to host the two courses that you need to become certified.  At 
the May State Meeting in Macon we are going to host the JCI Presenter Course.  This is the first 
part of the certification process and is a two day course. We will start the course on Thursday, 
May 15th at 12 noon and will go thru Friday, May 16th at 6PM.  This course teaches the basics of 
presenting to a group.  By taking this course you do not have to move on to become a certified 
trainer, although this is a pre-requisite for the JCI Trainer course. 

If you do want to go all the way and become a certified trainer, the next course to take will 
be JCI Trainer.  We are going to host a JCI Trainer Course at the September State Meeting in 
North Kansas City.  Again, we will start the course on Thursday, Sept. 25th at 12 noon and finish on 
Friday, Sept. 26th at 6PM.  Once you complete these two programs you can start earning your hours 
towards your certification.  To sign up for either of these classes you need to go out to www.jci.cc 
and register.  Once you create a username and password you go under the JCI University Tab and 
click My University.  Once there you will see a list of courses.  Find the course on the dates we 
talked about and register for the course.  This part is critical to get you credit for taking the 
course so we can get you registered as a JCI Trainer.  If you have any difficulties in getting this 
done, contact me and I’ll help walk you thru it. 

As far as state meeting trainings go, if there is something that you would like to see, 
contact me and let me know what you want to see.  We are constantly looking for new and exciting 
training ideas we can provide at our trimester conferences. 

Last, but certainly not least, I want to thank Ben Clutter for stepping up to become our ON-
TO chair for this year.  We have National meetings in Memphis and San Diego coming up and I’m 
sure Ben will have us a good theme for each.  I look forward to seeing each of you on the road. 

Paul Myers 
State Vice President 2008 
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Vice President Lorie Thompson 

GOOD START ON EXCITEMENT!  It is great to see some outstanding excitement from 
chapters to kick off 2008!  The turnouts at the Region 2 and Region 5 meetings were great with some 
good interactions taking place.   

Kevin Knickerbocker and the Hannibal Jaycees are a chapter to watch this year!  So far they’ve 
held a successful Region meeting and an AWESOME event called a Wing Ding.  Come see them this 
month at their Chili Cook Off—it’s a don’t miss!  Once again, the Weston Jaycees were not to be 
missed at Tan-Tar-A -- this time in referee outfits!  Look for some of the great events this chapter is 
planning for the year.  Greater Northland has a new series of events of once-a-month social nights 
planned with the big kick off February 21.  Come visit this chapter and see what great things they can 
do.  A big THANK YOU to the Missouri JCI Senate for hosting two successful Super Bowl parties, 
which will benefit Access Day at the Fair and Wonderland Camp.  Your continuous support of these 
programs and the Missouri Jaycees should never be taken for granted. 

I look forward to seeing more of you this month and meeting some more outstanding Missouri 
Jaycees—that’s each one of you! 

Lorie Thompson 
State Vice President 2008 

 
IMPACT Newspaper 

Thank you for the great response to my requests for articles and pictures.  I have received over 
55 articles and over 100 photos.  The February IMPACT should be in the mail before the end of 
the month.  Thanks! 

The IMPACT due dates for 2008 are as follows… 
May 2008 Issue – April 15 

August 2008 Issue – July 15 
November 2008 Issue – October 15 

I prefer to accept articles by email at bepple@downtownwashmo.org, but I will accept them by 
snail mail and fax. I also prefer digital pictures, but will accept regular photos as well.  

When saving your articles and photos please save them in this format… 
Article Example:  Photo Example: 
Region Chapter Author Title  Region Chapter Who & What 
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5 Washington Bryan Bogue Upcoming Events  5 Washington Danielle & Kenny at the Demo Derby 

If you have any questions, I can be reached at cell: 636-346-1444 or work: 636-239-1743.   

Bridgette Epple 
IMPACT Content Editor 
 

Outstanding Young Farmer & 
Outstanding Young Missourian Awards 

 
Greetings, Missouri Jaycees!  It’s a new year and a new position on the state team for me. I 

have moved from the ON-TO Program Manager to the OYF/OYM Program Manager position. I look 
forward to a great year for this program as I have a lot of ideas on how your chapter can find your 
nominees, and expand the program beyond the award itself. 

The first idea is a write-up or speak-up.  Conduct a write-up or speap-up at your general 
membership meetings with the topic being something along the lines of: “Name someone you think 
is an Outstanding Young Missourian and Why.” Then judge the write-ups, and the winner is your 
nominee.  Or, if several people name the same person, then maybe that should be your nominee. 

The second idea is a scholarship.  Conduct an essay contest with local high school seniors 
with the same topic as your write up, “Name someone you think is an Outstanding Young Missourian 
and Why.” Send the information to the local high school councilors, set a deadline for submissions, 
judge the essays, award a scholarship to the winner, and submit their “nominee” on to the OYM 
Program. You could even narrow the field of essays to five then publish the essays in the paper and 
have the community vote for the winner.  

The third idea is simply to ask people.  Contact your local Chamber of Commerce or other 
local organizations to see if they have someone they think should be honored.  They may already 
give an award on a local level that you could work together with them on, then take that winner and 
submit them for the Missouri Jaycees OYM Award. Police officers, firefighters, EMT’s, teachers, 
clergy, business leaders all make great candidates.  

 For the Outstanding Young Farmer, you can contact your local 4H / FFA for their input, as 
they probably have a better feel for nominees than you would.  Scholarships will work in the OYF 
Program as well, just focus your essay contest to the 4H / FFA programs in the local schools. 

 This program can move far beyond just an award given in January to becoming a project for 
your chapter. Finding your nominees in any of these ways gives your chapter much needed publicity. 
Submitting the details of a scholarship to the local media, sending a press release about the 
winners to the media, will put your chapter in the spotlight. Press releases need to be utilized even 
if you just pull a nominee out of thin air to submit.  And if your nominee is one of the “chosen ones”, 
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another round of press releases is in order to announce that they will be honored in January at a 
black tie event.  

As with every program in the Jaycees, it should always be a recruiting tool. If you publicize 
your selection process, you may attract members who want to be a part of that process. If you 
publicize your nominee, then you may get people who join because they think it’s about time the 
nominee got the recognition they deserve and they want to be a part of an organization who would 
honor them.  

 Don't forget that submitting a nominee is also worth valuable P.O.C. Points.  Submitting a 
nominee that was chosen from a project would be worth even more points with a completed CPG for 
that project. Also selecting a nominee as a chapter or region write-up or even a speak-up would 
award even more P.O.C. points 

 This program, much like everything we do, really does have unlimited possibilities.  It can 
fall in to any of the areas of opportunity -- it all depends on how you choose your nominee. The limit 
of the program is up to you. The first step is to download the nomination forms off of the Missouri 
Jaycees website at http://www.mojc.org/Programs/programs_index.html. Beyond that, come up 
with a process by which to pick your nominee and make sure to get the paperwork in by July 1, 
2008. 

 I will be happy to assist you in any way that I can. You can contact me at (573) 338-0991 or 
email me at mgntry@embarqmail.com.  

 

 Mike Freeman 
2008 OYF/OYM Program Manager 
 

Parade of Chapters 
 

Hello Missouri Jaycees!  I hope February is off to a great start for you.  I hope you are all 
saving your agendas, getting out there and visiting other chapters, etc.  These things and many 
more will get you those POC points. To find out more information about POC and what you can get 
points for please visit the Missouri Jaycees website, click on state programs and then click on 
Parade of Chapters. If you have any questions please feel free to email me at 
annkampeter@diamondpet.com or call me at (573) 690-0779.  Have an awesome February and I 
look forward to seeing you in my travels. 

Ann Kampeter 
2008 POC Program Manager 
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Wonderland Camp 
Hello, Missouri Jaycees!  WOW! What a busy month we had thus far.  I have had the 

opportunity to attend some board meetings for Camp, as well as some fundraisers in January.  I am 
so pumped up and ready for this year to get into full swing.  I am already loading my calendar with 
some very exciting events.  I look forward to meeting each and every one of your chapter members 
this year. Please keep me informed about your events that benefit Wonderland Camp -- I don't 
want to miss out on anything!  Without all of you the Wonderland Camp program would not be 
possible! 

  Please mark your calendars for April 4-6 for the Corp Work Weekend, and April 11-13 for 
the All Regions Work Weekend.  We are going to break out the ladder golf again for the All Region 
weekend, so tune up your skills and get ready for the competition.  I will see you all at Camp and in 
my travels! 
  

Stephen Coffey 
Wonderland Camp Program Manager 
 
 
 

State Service Center News 

JANUARY 2008 MEMBERSHIP RESULTS 
Here are the stats: 

Total Billed in January 2008 =   257 
Total Renewals  =   138   (54%) 
Total New Members  =    37   
Total Extensions  =      0     
Net (+/-)  =  (-82)   

Congratulations to the following chapters, DDs and RDs who achieved membership growth in 
JANUARY: 
 
Top Growth Chapters for January: 

 Boonville Jaycees Susan Twitchell, president +4 
 Hannibal Jaycees Kevin Knickerbocker, president +3 
 Cottleville-Weldon Spring Jaycees Jeff Rogers, president +3 
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Additional Growth Chapters for January:   
Fenton +2, O’Fallon +2, Pacific +2, Cole Camp +1, Ste. Genevieve +1, Union +1 
 

Top Growth District Directors for January: 
 none 

 
Top Growth Region Directors for December: 

 none 
 
New members are vital to the success of your local chapters, districts, regions and the state!  
Please share the Jaycees with someone new and ask them to join today!!! 

 

Chapter & Officers Directory 
Please let me know if there are corrections for the Chapter and Officer’s Directory and I’ll update 
the version that’s available for download from the website.  Click the link above for the latest 
version.  Check back often to ensure you have the most recent contact information for everyone. 
 

Membership Call-In Deadlines for 2008 
By the posted Call-In Deadline, we need to know who is renewing for the following month AND we 
need information on all new members (name, address and DOB).  Chapters should forward that 
information to their District Director, Region Director, assigned Vice President and Executive 
Director Joe Jerkins by the following deadlines: 
 

Month Day Close Out Information Needed 
February Thursday February 28th Feb new members & Mar renewals 
March Thursday March 27th  Mar new members & Apr renewals 
April Thursday April 24th  Apr new members & May renewals 
May Thursday May 29th  May new members & Jun renewals 
June Thursday June 26th  Jun new members & Jul renewals 
July Wednesday July 30th  Jul new members & Aug renewals 
August Thursday August 28th  Aug new members & Sep renewals 
September Monday September 29th  Sep new members & Oct renewals 
October Thursday October 30th  Oct new members & Nov renewals 
November  Tuesday November 25th  Nov new members & Dec renewals 
December  Tuesday December 30th  Dec new members & Jan (09) renewals 
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EARLY RENEWAL DUES REBATE OFFERED! 
Renewal Dues for 2008 are $53.00, which is the same as dues for new members.  
HOWEVER…chapters who submit their renewals (with payment or open check on file) by the posted 
closeout deadlines will receive a rebate credit of $5 per renewal.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Executive Director Joe Jerkins or any state officer. 
 

Open Check Policy for Monthly Membership Dues 
Hopefully, your chapter is participating in the open check program for membership closeouts!  If 
not, please contact Joe Jerkins at (573) 634-2321 for more details.  It is really helpful when it 
comes to membership closeout when we must have a payment in hand before we can turn in your 
membership to the national organization. 
 

Joe Jerkins  
Executive Director 
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MISSOURI JAYCEES 
3rd PERIOD 2007 & YEAR-END AWARDS 

 
Top Recruiting Chapters – 3rd Period – 1st Jefferson City; 2nd St. Charles; 3rd (tie) Sikeston, 
Capital City, Hannibal, Cape Girardeau 

Top Growth Chapters – 3rd Period – 1st Jefferson City, 2nd Sikeston; 3rd Capital City; 4th (tie) 
Cottleville-Weldon Spring, Unique, Mission Inn, Florissant Valley; 8th Hermann; 9th (tie) Union, 
Southern Boone, Warrenton 

Top Growth District Directors – 3rd Period – 1st Sandy Backes; 2nd Rhonda Schaake; 3rd Holly 
Kosick 

Top Growth Region Director – 3rd Period – 1st Joyce Huber 

Outstanding Local Members - Ben Clutter, Springfield; Neil Benjamin, Jefferson City; Jeff Byrne, 
St. Charles 

Outstanding Local Officers - Alison Griffith, Florissant Valley; Jason Morff, Jefferson City; 
Aimee Frey, Washington; Mike Walker, Northland; Andy Rowe, Cottleville-Weldon Spring; Jessica 
Silver, Eureka  

Outstanding Local Chapter – September - Jefferson City; St. Charles  

Outstanding Local Chapter – October - Florissant Valley; Eureka 

Outstanding Local Chapter – November - Cottleville-Weldon Spring; Sikeston 

Outstanding Local Chapter – December - Eureka; Jefferson City   

Outstanding Chapter Award – 3rd Period - Sikeston; Jefferson City   

Outstanding District Director – 3rd Period - Sandy Backes 

Outstanding Region Director – 3rd Period - Joyce Huber 

Outstanding Program Manager – 3rd Period - Amanda Goon, Parade of Chapters; Mike Freeman, 
ON-TO St. Louis & Omaha 

Year-End Programming Awards – Individual Area of Opportunity – 1st Place Overall - Northland 
Jaycees “2007 Inaugural Banquet”, Amy Munoz, chair 

Year-End Programming Awards – Community Area of Opportunity – 1st Place Overall - Northland 
Jaycees “34th Annual Junior Olympics”, Suzanne McKinney, chair 



MISSOURI JAYCEES FEBRUARY 2008 MONDAY MORNING MEMO 
 

The Monday Morning Memo is for informational purposes only.  Any duplication or reproduction of any 
information contained herein without express written consent of the Missouri Jaycees is strictly prohibited. 

 

Top Recruiting Chapters of the Year – 1st Jefferson City; 2nd Capital City; 3rd St Charles; 4th 
Cape Girardeau; 5th Sikeston; 6th Boonville; 7th (tie) Mission Inn, Northland, Washington; 10th 
(tie) Cottleville-Weldon Spring, Florissant Valley, Union 

Top Fundraising Chapters - Wonderland Camp – 1st Jefferson City; 2nd St. Peters; 3rd Capital City 

Top Fundraising Chapter – Access Day – 1st St. Charles; 2nd Jefferson City; 3rd Capital City 

Top Growth District Directors of the Year - 1st Bobbi Rhodes; 2nd Sandy Backes; 3rd Holly Kosick 

Top Growth Region Director of the Year - 1st Joyce Huber 

Founders Award - Eureka Jaycees, Amy Silver, president, for extending the Fenton Jaycees 

Triple-Up Award - Capital City Jaycees 

Presidential Award of Honor - Mission Inn Jaycees, Stephen Swanson, president; Eureka Jaycees, 
Amy Silver, president; Florissant Valley Jaycees, Jon Vogt, president; Union Jaycees, Sherri 
Matthews, president; St. Charles Jaycees, Melanie Wetter, president; Northland Jr. Chamber, 
Amy Munoz, president 

Presidential Award of Honor - Sandy Backes, Region 9, District 1 Director; Holly Kosick, Region 5, 
District 1 Director; Joyce Huber, Region 9 Director; Todd Sauter, Region 5 Director; Mike Gridley, 
Photographer 

Outstanding Program Manager of the Year - Lorie Thompson, Wonderland Camp 

President’s Cup – “Go The Distance” Chapters - Jefferson City Jaycees, Julie Morff, president; 
Capital City Jaycees, Bobby Brizendine, president; Cottleville-Weldon Spring Jaycees, Jeff Rogers, 
president; Sikeston Jaycees, Patrick Douglas, president 

Speak-Up Competition – 1st Place - Holly Light (St. Charles) 

Write-Up Competition – 1st Place (tie) - Angie Williams (Crowder College) & Jackie Dryden 
(Hannibal) 

First Timers Competition – 1st Place – April Jones (Jefferson City) 

Missouri Jaycees Lifetime Membership Award – Jennifer Boggs 

Missouri Jaycees Chapter Travel Award – St. Charles 

Missouri Jaycees Region Excitement Award – Region 5 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 2007 AWARD WINNERS!!! 
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